














NUMBER CXC, 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDA Y. 





_Tuurspay, Auguff the roth, 1756. 





CAN remember when I was a 
geyp young man at the univerfity, being 

g° fo much affected with that véry 
SPS pathetic {peech, which Ovid has 
put into the mouth of Pythagoras, 
againft eating the flefh of animals, 
that it was fome time before I could bring myfelf to our 
college mutton again, without fome inward doubt whe-: 





ther I was not making myfelf an accomplice to a.mur- 
der. My?fcruples remained unreconciled to the com- 
mitting fo horrid a meal, till upon ferious reflection I 
became convinced of it’s legality, from the general or- 
der of nature, who has inftituted the univerfal preying 

upon 
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aipon the weaker as one of her firft principles; though 
~ to me.it has ever appeared an incomprehenfible myftety, 
that (he who could not be reftrained by any want of 
materials from furnithing fupplies for the fupport of her 
_warious offspring, fkould lay them. under the neceffity 
_ of devouring one another. 

Bur though this refleCtion had force enough to dif- 
pythagorize me, before my companions had time to 
make obfervations upon my behaviour, which could by 
no means have turned to my advantage in the world, I 
for a great while retained fo tender a regard for all my 
fellow creatures, that I have feveral times brought my- 
{elf into imminent peril, by my attempts to refcue per- 
fecuted cats from the hands and teeth of their worryers ; 
by endeavouring to prevent the engagement of dogs, 


who had manifeftly no quarrel of their own, and by 
putting butchey’s boys in mind, that) as their fheep 
were going to die, they walked full as faft as could 


be reafonably expeéted, without..the. cruel” blows, 
they were fo liberal in beftowing upon them. -As-I 
commonly came off by the wort in thefe difputes, and 
as I could not but obferve that I often aggravated, never 
diminifhed, the ill treatment of thefe innocent fufferers, I 
foon found it neceflary to confult,my own eafe, as well 
as fecurity, by turning down another ftreet, whenever I 
met with any .adventure -of this. kind; rather than be 
compelled to be a {pectator of what would. fhock .me, 
or be provoked to run myfelf,iato danger; without the 
leaft advantage to thofe whom I would affift, . 

I Have kept ftriétly ever fince to this method of fly- 
ing from the fight of cruelty, whenever I could ; find 
groundsroom for, it; and I make no.manner: of doubt» 
that I have more than once efcaped the horns of a mad 


Ox," 
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ox, as all of that {pecies are called, that do not chufe 
to be tormented as well as killed., But on the other 
hand, thefe efcapes of. mine have. very frequently run 
me into great inconveniencies: I have fometimes been 
led into fuch a feries of blind alleys, that, it has been 
matter of great difficulty to me to find my- way out of 
them. I have been betrayed by my. hurry into the middl¢ 
of a market, the proper refidence of inhumanity. I hav° 
paid many a fix-and-eight-pence for non-appearance at 
the hour my lawyer had appointed for bulinefs ; and, 
what would hurt fome people worfe than all the reft, I 
have frequently arrived too late, for the dinners I have 


been invited to at the houfes of my friends. 
Att thefe difficulties and diftreffes, I began to flatter 
myfelf, were going to be removed, and that I thould be 


left at liberty to purfue my walks through the ftraiteft 
and broadeft ftreets, when Mr. Hogarth firft publithed 
his prints upon the fubjec& of cruelty ; but whatever 
fuccefs fo much ingenuity, founded upon fo much hu- 
manity, might deferve, all the hopes I had built of fee- 
ing a | reformation, proved vain and fruitlefs. I am 
forry to fay it, but there ftill remain in the. ftreets of 
this metropolis more fcenes of barbarity, than. perhaps 
_ are to be met with in all Europe befides. Afia is too 
well known for compaffion to brutes ; and nobody who 
has read Bufbequius, will wonder at me for moft heart- 
ily wifhing, that bur common people were no. crueller 
than Turks. ) 

I suoutp have apprehenfions of being laughed at, 
were I to compla.n of want of compaffion in, our law ; 
the very word feeming contradictory to any idea of it; 
but I will venture to own that to me it appears ftrange, 
that the man againft whom I fhould be enabled to bring 

an, 
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~ an'action for laying a little dirt at my door; may with 
impunity drive by it-halfa dozen calves, with their tails 
lopped clofe to their bodies, and their hinder parts co- 
vered with blood. He mutt have a paffion for neatnefs 
not to be envied, who does not think this a greater 
nufance, than the fight of a few cinders. 

Ixnow not whether it is from the clergy’s having 
looked’ upon this fubject as too trivial for their notice, 
that we find them more filent upon it than could be 
withed: for as flaughter is at prefent no branch of the 
priefthood, it is to be ‘prefumed they have as much 
compaffion as other men. The Spectator has exclaimed 
againft the cruelty of roafting lobfters alive, and of 
whipping pigs to death: but the misfortune is, the wri- 
tings of an Addifon are feldom read by cooks and butch- 
ers. As to the thinking part of mankind, it has always 
been convinced, I believe, that however conformable 
to the general rule of ‘nature our devouring of animals 
may be (for I would not be underftood to impeach, 
what is our only viijble prerogative as lords of the creation, 
an unbounded licence of teeth) we are neverihelefs 
under indelible obligations to prevent their fuffering any 
degree of pain, more than is abfolutely unavoidable, 
But this conviétion lies in fuch hands, that I fear. not 
one poor creature in a million has ever fared the better 
for it, and I believe never will ; fince people of condition, 
the only fource from whence this pity is to flow, are fo 
far from incylcating it to thofe beneath them, that a very 
few winters ago, they fuffered themfelves to be entertain- 
ed at a public theatre by the performances of an unhappy 
company of animals, who could only have been made 
actors by the utmoft energy of whipcord and ftarving. 


I 
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I-ACKNOWLEDGE. my tendecnefs to:. be, particularly 
affeéted in favour of fo faithful aad ufefuba creature asia 
dog ; an animal fo approaching. to: usin, fenfe;:fo-de- 
pendant upon us, for {upport,. and fo: peculiarly, the friend 
of man, that he deferves the kindeft and moft) gentle 
ufage. For, no lefs than the whole. race, of thefe.animals 
have I been under the, greatelt alarms, .ever fines the tax 
upon dogs was firft reported to be in agitation. I thought 
it a little hard indeed, that a man , fhould,be taxed for 
having. one creature:in,-his: houfe,: in which’ he might 
confide ; but when I heard that ‘officers were to be ap- 
pointed, to knock out the brains of all thefe honeft 
domeftics, who fhould prefume to make their appear- 
ance in the ftreets without the paflport of their mafter’s 
name about their necks, I became ferioufly concerned 
for them. 

Tuils erimity againft dogs is pretended to be founded 
upon the apprehenfion of their going mad: but an eafier 
remedy might be applied, by abolifhing the cuftom 
(with many others equally ingenious) of tying bottles 
and ftones to their tails, by which means (and in this 
one particular I muft give up my clients) the unfortunate 
fufferer becomes fubje&t to the perfecutions of his own 
fpecies, too apt to join the run againft a brother in dif- 
trefs. But great allowance fhould be made for an ani- 
mal, who in an intimacy of near fix thoufand years with 
man, has learnt but one of his bad qualities. 

To conclude this fubje@, as I cannot but join in opi- 
nion with Mr. Hogarth, that the frequency of murders 
among us is greatly owing to thofe fcenes of cruelty, 
which the lower ranks of people are fo much accuftomed 
to ; inte of multiplying fuch fcenes, I fhould rather 


hope 
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hope that fome proper method might be fixed upon ei- 
ther for preventing them, or removing them out of fight, — 
do that our infants might not grow up into the world in 
a familiarity with blood. If we may believe the natu- 
ralifts, that a lion is a gentle animal till his tongue has 
been dipped in blood, what precaution ought we to ufe 
to prevent man from being inured to it, who has fuch 
{uperiority of power to do mifchief! 
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